
MINUTES OF THE  
AHS CLASS OF 1963 

55TH REUNION COMMITTEE MEETING  
AUGUST 24, 2017 

 
Chairman John Sherman called the AHS 55th Reunion Committee meeting to order at the 
Merry Acres Pool House.  Those attending were:  John and Marian Sherman, Pat 
Duggan, Reace Stanford, Susan Harper, Dee Barronton, Diane J. Statham, Gayle 
Chapman, Lucy Stone, and Becky Flannigan.  
 
The minutes from the July meeting were approved as distributed by e-mail. 
 
Lucy reported that we have received a total of $950 in "Host Committee" contributions. 
 
The following reports were made in regard to reunion location, catering, and band: 
 
Pat distributed copies of the three menus compiled by Merry Acres Restaurant for our 
consideration for Friday and Saturday evenings.  After discussion, John made a motion 
that we move the Friday evening "Meet and Greet"

 

 from Shackleford House back to the 
Merry Acres Pool House. The motion was passed.  The Committee voted to select Menu 
II for Friday evening. The cost will be $15.95 plus 7% state sales tax and 20% service 
charge per person. Sandy Griggers, Stewbos' party coordinator, said that in case of 
inclement weather she will move the group to the restaurant inside.  It was decided that 
the "Meet and Greet" would begin at 6:00 pm October 5, 2018.  

 The cost of the Pool House is normally $300 but due to Lynda Campbell's involvement it 
has been reduced to $100.  Cash Bar: The usual $150 fee has been discounted to $75, 
which includes bartender, license and insurance.  Marian is to check on the cost of drinks 
for that evening.  
 
Anna, who was unable to attend the meeting, sent copies of Chehaw's Creekside rental 
agreement for Saturday night

 

.  It was decided that the facility would be rented for the 
entire day, October 6th, until 11:30 pm.  This was the most cost-effective way to decorate 
and prepare for the evening.  Cost is $850 + $59.50 tax + $150 cleaning fee.  Bartenders 
are $10 per hour and dance floor installed $250.  Set- up of tables and chairs are 
included in the rental.  Linens are available for a fee.  We were told by the rental agent 
that they have a closet of decorations that can be used at no cost to us if we should 
choose to do so.   

The committee voted in July to use the facility Saturday evening.  John suggested that we 
give Chehaw a deposit of $150 after he researches their liability insurance. The 
committee set the time for Saturday night's dinner and dance from 6:30 - 11:30 pm. 
 
John noted that he has been gathering information from David Hamilton and several out- 
of- town bus companies about bus shuttles to and from Chehaw that evening. Once his 



research is complete he will share with the Reunion Committee. Lucy had calculated that 
Merry Acres Inn is 5.4 miles from Chehaw.   
 
 
 
John said that in addition to the food estimate submitted by Stewbos, he has received 
numerous other catering estimates for Saturday evening.  He noted that since the reunion 
is a year away, we have time to discuss all menu options, caterers, and prices before 
making a decision. 
 
Marian announced that Lynda has reserved a block of 40 rooms at Merry Acres for our 
out- of- town guests.  The cost will be $92.00 each. 
 
At the previous meeting, Anna said that she had contacted the Grapevine Band and that 
they require a $4,000 fee.  One of the committee members suggested that we consider 
using Relapse.  It was noted that they recently played at the Deb Ball and were very 
good.  Marian is to verify Relapse's fee, which we were told was considerably less.  
Susan cautioned the committee to be prudent with our expenditures until we know how 
much "Host Committee" money can be obtained. It was decided to wait to make the 
decision about the band.   
 
Marian communicated with Winston McDonald about our AHS Class of 63 website,   
http://www.ahs1963.us/. Winston said that the payments for the site are paid through 
February 21, 2021.  Marian asked Winston to put "Save the Date" info on the website. He 
was asked to encourage those interested in being "Host Committee" members to please 
make check out to AHS 1963 and mail to Marian Sherman at 704 7th Avenue, Albany, 
Ga. 31701. 
 
Susan announced that she has opened a new Facebook page for our class. It is called 
AHS '63 Reunion - Our 55th - Albany, Ga. Those wishing to join and receive reunion 
updates can do so by contacting Susan on Facebook or by befriending a classmate who is 
already a member of the FB group page and ask them to place you in the group.  
 
After business was discussed the attending classmates labeled 400 save- the- date cards 
prepared by Susan. Reace offered to stamp and mail the cards tomorrow. 
 
The next committee meeting will be Thursday, Oct.12, at 5:30 pm at Lucy Stone's 
home,711 River Chase Lane, Albany, GA 3701. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Pat Duggan 
Secretary. 
 
 

http://www.ahs1963.us/�

